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ATTEND CONFERENCE & LEARN
The New York Association on Independent Living (NYAIL) is a membership organization 
representing Independent Living Centers throughout the state. More than 350 Independent 
Living advocates will convene at this year’s statewide conference: Integration.  Independence.  de-
Institutionalization.  Marking the 20th Anniversary of the Olmstead Decision. Join us September 10 
& 11 at the Albany Capital Center, in Albany, NY to reflect on our past and prepare for the future of 
the Independent Living movement.  

Twenty years after the Olmstead decision, people with disabilities are still encountering significant 
barriers to independence and integration in communities across New York State. People with 
disabilities face lower educational attainment, lower levels of employment and wages, greater 
social isolation, worse health outcomes and greater levels of poverty than their nondisabled 
counterparts. People with disabilities are in every community in New York State, yet for many 
the promise the Olmstead decision brought has not materialized.  We are here this week to work 
collectively as individuals with disabilities, family members, advocates, businesses and others to 
finally make Olmstead a reality for all New Yorkers.

WHO SHOULD ATTEND
NYAIL and its member ILCs are committed to a future in which all doors grant access to 
opportunity, full participation, independent living, integration and economic self-sufficiency. The 
conference will provide valuable information to:

 • People with disabilities and their families

 • Board members and staff members of Independent Living Centers

 • Vocational rehabilitation professionals

 • Local business professionals

 • Policymakers, government agency representatives

SCHEDULE AT A GLANCE 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2019
8:00 AM – 10:00 AM Exhibitor Setup

8:00 AM – 5:00 PM     Registration Table Open

8:00 AM – 9:15 AM Continental Breakfast

9:15 AM – 10:45 AM Opening General Session

 Keynote Panel: 
 Olmstead 20 Years Later
 Susan Jamieson, Esq. 
 Olmstead Attorney

 Simeon Goldman, Esq.
 Disability Rights New York

 Ari Ne’eman
 American Civil Liberties Union

10:45 AM – 12:00 PM Concurrent Workshop Sessions

12:00 PM – 12:30 PM Expo

12:30 PM – 1:45 PM Luncheon

1:45 PM – 3:00 PM Concurrent Workshop Sessions

3:00 PM – 3:30 PM Expo & Afternoon Break

3:30 PM – 4:45 PM Concurrent Workshop Sessions

6:30 PM – 10:00 PM Dinner & Evening Program 

  David Veatch Award 
Presentation

 Evening Entertainment: TBD

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2019
8:00 AM – 9:15 AM Continental Breakfast/ Expo

9:15 AM – 10:45 AM General Session  

 Keynote Speaker: 
 Michelle Caiola, Esq 
 Disability Rights Advocates

10:45 AM – 12:00 PM Concurrent Workshop Sessions

12:00 PM – 12:30 PM Expo 

12:30 PM – 1:45 PM Luncheon

1:45 PM – 3:00 PM Concurrent Workshop Sessions

3:00 PM – 3:30 PM Expo 



ENVIRONMENTAL/CHEMICAL 
SENSITIVITIES
For the safety and comfort of those with chemical and environmental 
sensitivities, please refrain from using any perfumed grooming products  
such as scented soaps, deodorants, perfumes, colognes, and heavily scented 
fabric softeners.

REASONABLE ACCOMMODATION REQUESTS BASED ON DISABILITY
As a sponsor, exhibitor, or registrant, if there is anything needed for a 
reasonable accommodation, please contact conference@ilny.org to notify 
the conference staff and volunteers. We will acknowledge your request and 
confirm the type of accommodation requested.
 
AUXILIARY AIDS
Interpreting services will be provided upon request for as many conference 
sessions as possible. To request interpreting services, please email: 
conference@ilny.org by August 30 and indicate the workshop sessions you 
wish to attend. 

Interpreters will be assigned only to those workshop sessions for which a 
request has been made. Additional auxiliary aids will be available on request 
as listed on the registration form. Please indicate which auxiliary aids you 
require when registering.  To ensure availability, you must submit your request 
for all auxiliary aids no later than August 30. We will endeavor to meet the 
needs of those making requests after August 30, but we cannot guarantee 
availability.

CANCELLATION POLICY
To cancel your registration, please notify NYAIL in writing before noon 
on August 30 to receive a full refund. After August 30, NYAIL will refund 50 
percent of the registration fee. No refunds will be made for cancellations after 
September 6. Substitutions will be allowed if a letter is provided from the 
original registrant stating the conditions of the substitution and the name of 
the replacement.

Albany Capital Center 
55 Eagle Street  
Albany, New York 12207

Directly connected to the Empire State Plaza Convention Center, 
The Egg Performing Arts Center, and the Times Union Center 
arena via an enclosed walkway, the Albany Capital Center 
(ACC) is a beautiful glass structure in the heart of downtown 
Albany that can accommodate 10 to 5,000 people. The ACC 
provides all of the top-notch amenities and technology needed 
for a successful meeting or event, with some of the area’s best 
restaurants and shops just a short distance away. 

Hotels
NYAIL has secured room blocks at several downtown Albany 
hotels. Please visit www.ILNY.org/hotels for more details on 
accommodations and links to hotels. 

Registration includes Tuesday continental breakfast, lunch, 
dinner and evening entertainment, Wednesday continental 
breakfast, lunch; and all conference breaks.

THE FIRST 200 REGISTRANTS SAVE $75!

EVENT AND HOTEL LOCATION

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION: $350



KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

Susan Jamieson, Esq. 
Olmstead Attorney  
Atlanta Legal Aid Society

Susan Jamieson received her undergraduate 
degree in 1968 from Brown University.  
Following her graduation, she went into the 

Peace Corps, where she spent two years in Brazil.  Upon returning to 
the United States she entered Rutgers School of Law and graduated 
with her Juris Doctorate in 1974.

During her 40-year career Sue has worked for three legal services 
programs: Jacksonville Area Legal Aid, Legal Services of North 
Carolina, and Atlanta Legal Aid Society.

Since 1980, she has focused on the rights of person in institutions. 
This interest began with her concern that this population was 
isolated, not only from society in general but from legal advocacy 
in particular. Regardless of the prior economic history of people 
in institutions, they are, for the most part, poor and without any 
independent access to advocates. Because this population is 
inadequately served by the legal community, fundamental rights 
to liberty and access to critical public benefits are at stake. Sue’s 
emphasis is on the basic legal rights of this population under state 
and federal law and finding ways to expand legal and advocacy 
resources to protect and enforce their rights.

Sue founded and directed the Mental Health and Disability Rights 
Project at Atlanta Legal Aid Society. (Now, Disability Integration 
Project), until her semi-retirement in 2009.  Sue was lead council in 
the Olmstead litigation on behalf of two women in a Georgia state 
institution. In 1999, the United States Supreme Court ruled in that 
case that the Americans with Disabilities Act requires public entities 

to place persons with disabilities who are in institutions in more 
integrated, community-based settings, if their clinicians agree and 
this is their choice.  

Since then, the work of the ALAS disability rights project has focused 
on ways to establish mechanisms at the individual representation 
level to apply and implement the ADA principle of integration. The 
project has also worked on applying this principal to people in 
nursing homes, in jails and psychiatric forensic facilities, on waiting 
lists and in other publicly-funded disability segregated settings, thus 
bringing these issues within the parameters of the Olmstead case. 
In this context, the project also advocates for individuals in nursing 
homes and state institutions seeking Medicaid-funded community-
based services who have been denied access to these services or 
have applied and been denied. 

Sue has been recognized for many successes working for the rights 
of the disabled, including the Atlanta Alliance on Developmental 
Disabilities’ 2006 Heart of Gold Award, the Emory Public Interest 
Council life-time achievement award, and others. She has 
“mostly” retired from legal aid and works on a part-time basis with 
the Institute for Disability and Developmental Disability at the 
University of Georgia.

Simeon Goldman, Esq. 
Disability Rights 
New York

Simeon Goldman is Supervising Attorney 
at Disability Rights New York where he 
has worked to enforce the employment, 

housing, community integration and other civil rights of people 
with disabilities since 1991.  Prior to joining DRNY, Mr. Goldman 
was Director of Advocacy at the Capital District Center for 



Independence.  He has successfully litigated employment and 
housing discrimination claims under the Americans with Disabilities 
Act, the Fair Housing Act, and the NYS Human Rights Law; and has 
advised elected officials, employers, housing providers and others 
on complying with these laws.

Mr. Goldman is an Adjunct Professor at Albany Law School, 
where he teaches a seminar class on the Civil Rights of People 
with Disabilities; and has lectured extensively on the rights of 
persons with disabilities for the NYS Bar Association, the NYC Bar 
Association, the NYS Division for Human Rights, Cornell University, 
the National Lawyers’ Guild, and numerous other organizations.  
Mr. Goldman is a 1986 graduate of SUNY Buffalo Law School and 
is co-editor of the NYS Bar Association’s three volume Disability 
Law and Practice.  He is a recipient of the Henry Viscardi Advocacy 
Award from the NYS Assembly (2013), the Beacon Leadership Award 
from the Independent Living Center of the Hudson Valley (2011) 
and the Ted Weiss Consumer Advocacy Award from the Brain Injury 
Association of NYS (2000).

Ari Ne’eman 
American Civil Liberties 
Union

Ari Ne'eman is writing a forthcoming book on 
the history of American disability advocacy over 
the last two hundred years, to be published in 

2021 by Simon & Schuster. He co-founded the Autistic Self Advocacy 
Network and served as its President from 2006 to 2016. From 2010 
to 2015, he served as one of President Obama's appointees to the 
National Council on Disability. Ari currently serves as an advisor 
to the American Civil Liberties Union, the Partnership to Improve 
Patient Care and Inclusa. He is currently a PhD student in health 
policy at Harvard University.

Michelle Caiola, Esq. 
Disability Rights Advocates

Michelle Caiola is Managing Director of 
Litigation at Disability Rights Advocates. 
Joining DRA in 2015, Ms. Caiola helped grow 
DRA’s New York office. In the last several 

years she has filed and litigated more than a dozen class-wide 
disability discrimination cases alleging violations of federal and 
state disability law. These lawsuits include several challenging the 
MTA’s lack of elevator access in the New York City subway system, 
the treatment of children with disabilities in New York City’s public 
schools, and the pervasive inaccessible paths of travel found at the 
City’s street corners.

Prior to joining DRA, Ms. Caiola acquired extensive federal class 
litigation experience as a Senior Trial Attorney for the U.S. Equal 
Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC) working on disability 
discrimination in employment as well as ground-breaking pattern 
or practice cases related to sexual harassment and glass-ceiling pay 
and promotion discrimination.

Ms. Caiola also served as the Litigation Director at several non-
profit organizations: Legal Momentum in New York City, formerly 
the NOW Legal Defense Fund, and the San Francisco-based Equal 
Rights Advocates (ERA). In both positions, one particular area of her 
focus was expanding the intersection of disability and pregnancy 
discrimination laws to protect women working in low-wage and 
non-traditional jobs.

Hailing originally from the Midwest, Ms. Caiola earned her J.D. with 
distinction from the University of Iowa College of Law, spent a year 
at Washington University in St. Louis Law School, and graduated 
cum laude from Kent State University in Ohio.



CONFERENCE WORKSHOPS

NYAIL is pleased to announce the following concurrent workshops with more coming soon! 
Visit www.ilny.org/conference for the latest program updates.

THE RISK OF THE QALY: DISABILITY RIGHTS AND PRESCRIPTION 
DRUG COVERAGE

Session Summary

 Disability rights advocates have long objected to the Quality Adjusted 
Life Year (QALY), a measure for assessing the value of health care that 
discriminates against people with disabilities by valuing their lives 
as worth less than their non-disabled counterparts. Unfortunately, 
proposals are emerging in New York and across the country to introduce 
QALYs into the process of determining prescription drug coverage. This 
session will discuss these threats and how to counter them.

Presenters

 • Ari Ne’eman 
 • Sara van Geertruyden 
 • Carole Florman 
 • Dennis Heaphy

MEDICAID REDESIGN – A RETROSPECTIVE ASSESSMENT OF ITS 
IMPACT ON LTC

Session Summary

New York’s Medicaid Redesign was initiated in 2012 and has made 
significant changes to Long Term Care.  This panel will discuss current 
issues and future solutions.  

Presenters 

 • Melvyn R. Tanzman 
 • Marilyn Saviola 
 • Valerie Bogart

STRATEGIES FOR EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION WITH LEGISLATORS

Session Summary

 Advocacy is used to promote an issue in order to influence policy-
makers/Legislators and encourage social change. Are you interested 
in how the political system works, how you can be more effective in 
influencing Legislators and become a catalyst for Effecting Positive 
Systemic change?

Presenter

 • Clifton Perez

ADVOCATING FOR POLICIES PROTECTING PEOPLE FROM MEDICAL 
BILLING ABUSES

Session Summary

Too many medical bills are confusing and anxiety provoking.  
Participants will learn about legislative proposals to make medical 
billing simpler, fairer and protect people from billing abuses.  Discussion 
includes strategies for using stories of medical billing nightmares to 
influence policy.  

Presenter

 • Heidi Siegfried, Esq.



PEER INTEGRATION PROGRAM:  ACCES-VR & ILC’S  
WORKING TOGETHER

Session Summary 

 There is a growing body of evidence that supports the fact that 
PEER services improve physical and behavioral health outcomes.  
Evidence also exists in the field of rehabilitation demonstrating that 
peer involvement leads to enhanced community integration and 
employment. The workshop presenters will discuss the 3-year PIP pilot 
projects at ACCES District Offices in White Plains & Rochester and why 
the Independent Living Centers Peer Integration Programs are key to 
assisting participants navigate their way through various obstacles and 
fully participate in the vocational rehabilitation process.

Presenters

 • Joe Bravo 
 • Rebecka Palmer 
 • Dustie Huff

GETTING YOUR STORY OUT ON TV, NEWSPAPERS, AND SOCIAL MEDIA

Session Summary

Use of the media is critical in the advocacy of issues facing people with 
disabilities. How do you craft stories that reporters want to cover, both 
for both urban and upstate audiences? How can you use social media 
and work with editorial boards or on letters to the editor?

Presenters

 • Jess Powers 
 • Joe Rappaport 
 • Todd Vaarwerk

WIOA, PRE-ETS, AND STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES

Session Summary

This session will define and provide an understanding of Pre-
Employment Transition Service (Pre-ETS) under WIOA.  Attendees will 
learn about Pre-ETS and what they are intended to provide students 
with disabilities.  

Presenters

 • Joseph Tedesco 
 • Laura Hartmann

BCID’S COMMUNITY HEALTH WORKER PROGRAM:  A MODEL FOR THE 
DISABILITY COMMUNITY

Session Summary

Learn about a unique community health worker program which offers 
peer support to people with disabilities by people with disabilities.  
Outcomes show both program members and CHW’s benefit.

Presenters

 • Melenka Berengoic 
 • Yesenia Torres

INTEGRATING HOMELESS PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES INTO 
COMMUNITY LIVING

Session Summary  

Barrier Free Living has 27 years of experience preparing ADL dependent 
people for community living.  Using a model based on Courage 
Resentence in Golden Valley, MN, BFL placed 750 homeless people 
with disabilities into permanent housing with one of the lowest rates of 
return to shelter in New York City’s Homeless system.

Presenters

 • Paul Feuerstein 
 • LeShan Gaulman



CONFEREE INFORMATION
I am an  ☐ Attendee  ☐ Personal Assistant  ☐ Presenter

FULL NAME (PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY)

COMPANY/ORGANIZATION

ADDRESS

CITY    STATE       ZIP

TELEPHONE/TTY   FAX 

EMAIL

PERSONAL ASSISTANT FOR

Auxiliary Aid Requests
Requests must be received by Sept. 2 to ensure availability.

☐ ASL Interpreter Services ☐  Assistive Listening Device ☐  Large Print
☐  Braille ☐ Handouts/Materials on CD as PDF or DOC files 
☐ Other: ___________________________________________

Dietary Requirements
☐ Kosher ☐  Vegetarian/Vegan
☐ Food Allergy  (please specify): ________________________

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION
Be one of the first 200 registrants and save $75. Conference registration 
includes Monday continental breakfast, lunch and dinner; Tuesday 
continental breakfast and lunch; and all conference breaks.
 First 200 Registrants After 200 Registrants
Full Conference Registration ......................☐ $275 ☐ $350
Presenter ......................................................☐ $200 ☐ $275
Personal Assistant .....................................................................................☐ $175

 
PAYMENT
All payments must be made before your registration form will be 
processed. Please return this registration form and check payment made 
payable to NYAIL to: 

New York Association on Independent Living 
155 Washington Ave, Suite 208
Albany, NY 12210
Attn:  2019 Conference & Expo
Tax ID Number:  22-2432417

To register online visit ILNY.ORG/registration/register.

(            ) (            )

Cancellation Policy: To cancel your registration, please notify NYAIL in writing 
before noon on August 30. to receive a full refund. After August 30, NYAIL will refund 
50 percent of the registration fee. No refunds will be made for cancellations after 
September 9. Substitutions will be allowed if a letter is provided from the original 
registrant stating the conditions of the substitution and the name of the replacement.

Integration. Independence. de-Institutionalization.

STATEWIDE CONFERENCE & EXPO | SEPTEMBER 10 & 11, 2019 
ALBANY CAPITAL CENTER | ALBANY, NY | ILNY.ORG/CONFERENCE

THANK YOU FOR YOUR PARTICIPATION! 
For any additional questions or information, please call 518.465.4650 or email conference@ilny.org.


